SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION
Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act)

HEADNOTE

Title of publication:  The Predator

Other known title(s): Not stated

OFLC ref: 1800414.000
Medium: Film
Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted

to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
Descriptive note: Contains violence, sexual references and offensive language.

Display conditions: None

The Predatoris an American science fiction action film, the fourth instalment in the Predator film
franchise. Captain McKenna, when on an army mission in Mexico, stumbles across an alien space
ship. He finds that the creature from the ship has brutally murdeted two of his team. As
evidence, he sends a mask and piece of equipment from the vessel back home. Roty, McKenna’s
young son, accidentally triggers the tracking devices embedded in the equipment, unintentionally
making him the alien’s biggest target. The aliens ate stronget, smatter and deadlier than ever
before, after genetically upgrading themselves with DNA from other species. The Predatots plan
to take over the earth once climate change makes it unliveable for humans. They are fixated on
eliminating humankind to the point of extinction, but need DNA from those humans who are
deemed genetically superior before they do so — including Rory. Captain McKenna teams up with
other disgraced military men and Dr. Casey Bracket to try and kifl the Predator that is after his

son,
The filin deals with sex, horror and violence.

The publication deals with matters of sex through sexual references, typically between members
of the newly formed army squad. Quips such as “You want to know if someone has fucked an
alien?”, “how do you circumcise a homeless man?”, “Eat your pussy,” “Fat a dick” and so forth
are frequent throughout the publication.

The publication deals with matters of horror by depicting the Predators, a gtoup of aliens that
hunt humans for fun. They are large, bug-like creatures who stand like humans but have masks
covering monstrous faces. The creatures appear to have dreadlocks and have tusk-like horns in
theit mouths, hotrific in appeatance.

There are several depictions of horrific imagery that contain blood and gore. Some victims of the
Predator are depicted hanging from the trees, and often there are scenes of bloody human debris
tracing the Predator’s deadly path. There are also frequent depictions of dead bodies which have
been mutilated in some way.
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‘The publication contains the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of significant cruelty.
Most of the killings and fights are committed by the Predators, with some soldier to solider
combat. The following scenes carry the most impact:

® After the Predator has first attacked, one of McKenna’s soldiers drops from a tree,
mangled and cut in half. The body is bloody and gory, with various body parts decimated
from the attack. The blood from the hanging body drips over the alien, who is lying
underneath it.

® The Predator is initially kept in a lab, sedated by the lab technicians. After Rory
accidentally triggers the device in the helmet, the Predator wakes up and goes on a
rampage, biting off the hand of the closest technician, clawing through the othets,
decapitating and stabbing them. It then goes on to kill any person in its way. The lab is
left covered in blood smeared over the walls and glass, with bodies lying everywhete from
the attack.

* Roty goes trick or treating for Halloween dressed in the Predator’s helmet and
technological arm band. He knocks on the door of a neighbour who responds by
throwing something at Rory. The mask fires off an explosion, throwing the neighbour
into the air and blowing up his house.

® The biggest scene of violence between the Predator and the humans depict the humans
banding together to take down the Predator. The Predator rips heads off, lights people on
fire, and slashes through bodies with its claws. Coyle and Baxley, two of the army men,
are some of the victims of the Predator. Coyle lies on the ground, his intestines falling out
of his torso. Baxley is thrown against a tree, whete a branch lances through his body. The
two men look at each other, nod grimly, take their guns out and shoot each other through
the head.

o Nettles jumps on the space ship with McKenna and Nebraska when a force field covers
the ship. His legs are severed, and his torso flies off the ship, the remnants of his legs
rernaining in the force field. Nebraska realises he will be next, so instead he tuns into the
jet and dies immediately. '

The depictions of violence are often sensationalised and contain hotror and science fiction
elements, making some of the depictions somewhat unrealistic. Although there is a high extent of
choreographed and bloody violence, this limits the overall impact.

The publication contains a high extent of offensive language, such as “fuck” and its derivatives,
“motherfucker”, “shit” and “bitch”. The language is used predominantly in an aggtessive or
threatening context, specifically when referring to the Predator. The high frequency of the
offensive language is likely to cause harm to younget audiences who may become inured to the
language, or distressed by the manner of its use.

The publication depicts a conversation about suicide. One of the soldiess, Nebraska, tecounts
how he became a disgraced solider. He reveals that he shot himself. Nebraska shows McKenna
the scar on the side of his head and describes how he had to walk himsclf to hospital aftet his
attempt at suicide.

The brief discussion of suicide is unlikely to distutb ot shock viewers, nor would it increase the
tisk of them killing or causing setious harm to themselves.

OFLC Ref: 1800414.000 Page 2 of 3
512 Summary of Reasons




The Predator is a weil-made, exhilarating production from a popular franchise, depicting battles
against aliens. The high extent of gruesome violence is likely to be frightening to younger teens
and children, who are also likely to be shocked and disturbed by it and the depictions of dead
bodies. Older teenagers and adults will be able to place the material into a fictitious context
contrived as entertainment. The level of offensive language and sexual references may be harmful
to younger viewers, as the causal and repetitive use may have a normalising effect or encourage
young viewers to emulate it.

Balancing these harms against the right to freedom of exptession, as laid out in the New Zealand
Bill of Rights Act, the publicaton is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the
publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 yeats.

Note:
Copyright Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may be reproduced in whole but not in part
without written permission except for brief quotations embaodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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CONSIDERATION SHEET

OFLC tef: 1800414.000
Submission channel: s12(1)
Title of publication: The Predator

Other known title:
Medivm:
Distributor:
Director:
Producer:
Country of origin:
Language:

Applicant:

Not stated

Film

20th Century Fox Film Distribution
Shane Black

John Davis

United States

English

Film & Video Labelling Body

Examination transcript No:

Examination date:

Other identifying
information:

733 (322-328)

04 September 2018
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COMPONENTS OF FILM

Components of film originally examined:

Components Running time
Feature(s): The Predator 106:46
Total running time: 106:46

Components of film excised:
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CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLICATION UNDER THE FILMS,
VIDEOS, AND PUBLICATIONS CLASSIFICATION ACT 1994 (FVPC ACT)

Description

The Predator is an American science fiction action film, the fourth instalment in the Predator film

© serfes. Captain McKenna, when on an army mission in Mexico, stumbles across an alien ship and
the creature in the ship who has brutally murdered two of his crew. As evidence, he sends a mask
and piece of equipment from the ship back home. Rory, McKenna’s son, accidentally triggers the
equipment, making him the biggest target for the aliens. The aliens are stronger, smarter and
deadlier than ever before, after genetically upgrading themselves with DNA from other species, 2nd
plan to take over the earth once climate change has killed off human life. Captain McKenna teams
up with other disgraced military men and Dy. Casey Bracket to try and kill the Predator that is aftet
his son.

' Section 3(1): the Subject Matter Gateway

Does the publication describe, depict, express, or otherwise deal with matters such as:

v Sex?

The publication deals with matters of sex through sexual references, typically between members of
the newly formed army team. Quips such as “You want to know if someone has fucked an alien?”,
“how do you circumcise a homeless man?”, “Eat your pussy,” “Eat a dick” and so forth ate
frequent throughout the publication.

v Horror

The publication deals with matters of horror by depicting the Predators, a group of aliens that hunt
- humans for fun. They are large, bug-like creatures, standing like humans, with masks coveting a
monstrous face. The creatures appear to have dreadlocks and have tusk-like horns in their mouths.

. There are several depictions of horrific imagery that contain blood and gore. Some victims of the

| Predator are depicted hanging from the trees, and often there are scenes of bloody human debris
tracing the Predator’s path. There are also depictions of dead bodies which have been mutilated in
some way.

v Crime

See s 3(3 (=) (D).

! Note that a publication can be found to deal with a matter such as sex if (a) the publication is or contains 1 or more
visual images of 1 or more children or young persons who are nude or partially nude; and {b) those 1 or more visual
images zre, alone, or together with any other contents of the publication, reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual
in nature. (s 3(1A)).
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Section 3(1): the Subject Matter Gateway

v

Cruelty

Ee s 3(3)(a)0)

v

Violence

See s 3(3)(2)(1).

None of the above, proceed to s 3A and s 3B

Section 3(2): Certain publications are ""deemed to be objectionable"

Does the content of the publication raise any of these issues? If it does, discuss, and conclude
whether the publication promotes or supports, or tends to promote or suppott, that matter.

s 3(2)(a) The exploitation of children or young persons for sexual purposes

s 3(2)(b) The use of violence ot coetcion to compel a person to participate in, or
submit to, sexual conduct

s 3(2)(c) Sexual conduct with or upon the body of a dead person

s 3(2)(d) The use of urine ot excrement in association with degrading or dehumanising
conduct ot sexual conduct

s 3(2)(e) Bestiality

s 3(2)(f) Acts of totture or the infliction of extreme violence or extreme cruelty

]

v

None of the above
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‘ Section 3(2): Certain publications are "deemed to be objectionable"

If the publication promotes or suppotts (ot tends to) any of these matters, could excisions be used
to remove the problematic content?

Yes. Consider the rest of the publication under s 3(3) and s 3(4) and discuss the
required excisions in the conclusion.

No. The publication is deemed to be objectionable. Proceed to Conclusion

Section 3(3): Matters to be given particular weight

It any of the following criteria apply, discuss in terms of the extent and degree to which, and the
manner in which, the publication:

v

s 3(3)(a)(1}) Deals with the infliction of torture, serious physical harm, significant cruelty

The publication contains the infliction of serious physical harm and acts of significant cruelty.
Most of the killings and depicted fights are committed by the Predators, with some soldier to soltder
combat. The following scenes carry the most impact:

After the Predator has first attacked, one of McKenna’s soldiers drops from a tree, mangled
and cut in half. The body is bloody and gory, with various body parts decimated from the
attack. The blood from the hanging body drips over the alien, who is lying underneath the
hanging body.

The Predator has been kept in a lab, sedated by the lab technicians. After Rory accidentally
triggers the helmet, the Predator wakes up and goes on a rampage, biting off the hand of the
closet technician, clawing through the others, decapitating them and kills any person in its
way. The lab is left covered in blood, smeared over the walls and glass.

Rory goes trick ot treating for Halloween dressed in the Predator’s helmet and technology
bracelet. He knocks on the door of a neighbour who responds by throwing something at
Roty. The mask fires off an explosion, throwing the neighbour into the air and blowing up
his house.

The biggest scene of fighting between the Predator and the humans depict the humans
banding together to take down the Predator. The Predator rips heads off, lights people on
fire, and slashes through bodies with its claws. Coyle and Baxley, two of the army men, are
some of the victims of the Predator. Coyle lies on the ground, his intestines falling out of his
torso. Baxley is thrown against a tree, where a branch lances through his body. The two men
look at each other, nod grimly, take their guns out and shoot each other through the head.
Nettles jumps on the space ship with McKenna and Nebraska when a force field covers the
ship. His legs are decapitated, and his torso flies off the ship, the remnants of his legs
remaining in the force field. Nebraska realises he will be next, so instead he runs into the jet
and dies immediately.
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Section 3(3): Matters to be given particular weight

' The depictions of violence are often sensationalised and contain hotror and supernatural elements,

. making some of the depictions somewhat unrealistic. Although there is a high extent of
choteographed and bloody violence, this limits the overall impact of the violence.

association with sexual conduct

s 3(3)(a)(11) Deals with sexual violence ot sexual coerdion, ot violence ot coercion in

or demeaning nature

s 3(3){a) (1) Deals with other sexual ot physical conduct of a degrading or dehumanising

- s 3(3)(2)(iv) Deals with sexual conduct with ot by childten or young persons

inflicting or suffering cruelty or pain

s 3(3)(a){v) Deals with physical conduct in which sexual satisfaction is derived from

— s 3(3)(b) Explotts the nudity of children or young persons

s 3(3){c) Degrades or dehumanises ot demeans any person

— s 3(3)(d) Promotes or encourages criminal acts or acts of terrorism

s 3(3)(e) Represents that members of any particular class of the public ate inherently

inferior to other members of the public by reason of an characteristic that is a
prohibited ground of discrimination specified in s 21(1) of the Human Rights Act 1993

The publication doesn’t deal with any s 3(3) critetia

OFLC Ref: 1800414.000 Page 6




‘ Section 3A:

Does the publication contain highly offensive language to such an extent or M Yes
degree that it is likely to seriously harm viewers undet a certain age? ]
No

' Discuss (including any necessaty consideration of offensive langnage that is not ‘highly offensive’ or
any highly offensive language which is not likely to cause setious harm to young viewets):

The publication contains a high extent of offensive language, such 2s “fuck” and its detivatives,
“motherfucker”, “shit” and “bitch”. The language is used predominantly in an aggressive or
threatening context, specifically when referring to the Predatot. The high frequency of the offensive
language is likely to cause harm to younger audiences who may become inuted to the language.

Section 3B:

Does the publication contain any of the following material?

v Harm to a person’s body, including self-inflicted death, self-mutilation or harmful body
modification (other than any already discussed under s 3(3) criteria).

The publication dei)icts a conversation about suicide. One of the soldiers, Nebraska, recounts how
he became a disgraced solider. He reveals he shot a C.O — himself. Nebraska shows McKenna the
scar on the side of his head and describes how he had to walk himself to hospital after his attempt
at suicide.

Conduct that, 1f imitated, would pose a risk of setious hatin to self or others (other
than any already discussed undet s 3(3) criteria).

Physical conduct of a degrading, dehumanising or demeaning nature {other than any
already discussed under s 3(3) criteria).

Visual images of a person’s body that alone or with any other contents of the
- publication are of a degrading, dehumanising or demneaning nature {other than any
already discussed under s 3(3) criteria).

— None of the above
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Section 3B:

Does the extent and degree of the material make the publication likely to cause any of the following
harms to young people under a specified age because of their generat levels of emotional and
intellectual development and maturity?
= (Cause them to be greatly disturbed or shocked
® Increase significantly the risk of them killing, or causing serious harm to, themselves,
others, or both
® Encourage them to treat or regard themselves, others, ot both, as degraded,
dehumanised or detneaned.

Discuss likely harm/s or why the content is unlikely to cause these harms:

The discussion of suicide is unlikely to disturb ot shock viewers, nor would it increase the risk of
. them killing or causing serious harm to themselves. The conversation is not instructional and is
__placed in the context of a plot narrative. It is not the focus of the film.

Submissions & consultations (if applicable)

- Consultation or enquities required under s 21

— Submissions received from interested parties under s 20

Any other information to be taken into account (if relevant)
(e.g. previous OFLC decisions, decisions of other classification bodies, research, books, articles,

reviews, etc.)
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Conclusion ‘

® In addition to all of the above matters, consider relevant s 3(4) matters: the dominant effect of
the publication, character of the publication (including any merit, value or importance), impact
of the medium, intended or likely audience, intended purpose, and any other relevant !
: circumstances relating to its use i
| ® Identify any likely injury to the public good from the unrestricted availability of the publication
*  Determine the classification, taking into account the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990
(NZBORA) and the need to impose the least restrictive limitation on the right to freedom of
expression that will prevent injury to the public good

The Predator is a well-made, exhilarating production from a popular franchise, depicting battles
against aliens. The high extent of gruesome violence is likely to be frightening to younger viewers
and children, who are also likely to be shocked and disturbed by the bloody viclence and depictions
of dead bodies. Older teenagers and adults will be able to place the material into a fictitious context
contrived as entertainment. The level of offensive langurage and sexual references may be harmful
~ to younger viewers, as the causal and repetitive use may normalise or encourage young viewers to
emulate it.

Balancing these haems against the freedom of expression found in NZBORA, the publication is
classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to petrsons who
have attained the age of 16 years.

Classification

Ri6

Descriptive note to cover: Violence, offensive language and sexual reference.

Excisions (if applicable)

- Display conditions (restricted publications only)

I:I Yes
M No

- Are display conditions necessary?
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‘ Reason for any display conditions:
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