WRITTEN REASONS FOR DECISION SECTION 12

HEADNOTE
Type of Publication: DVD
Title of Publication: The Texas Chain Saw Massacre Disc 2

Other known title: The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (2 Disc Collectors Edition) Disc

2
OFLC Publication
Reference No: 702509
Decision: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is

restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
Display Conditions:  Nil

Descriptive Note: Contains hotrot scenes. Contains violence.

The publication entitled The Texas Chain Saw Massacre Disc 2 is classified objectionable except if
the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years.
This classification is because of the manner in which the publication deals with mattets of
hotrot, cruelty and violence.

The publication is the second DV in a two DVD box set, and contains extra material relating
to the 1974 American horror feature The Texas Chain Saw Massacre. The material includes two
documentaries, a sequence in which one of the actors walks through the house used in the film
and collections of outtakes and deleted scenes. The documentaries provide a lot of information
about all aspects of the film, including

® its making

¢ the later careers of many of the people involved
what happened to the house in the film
e tributes to people involved who have since died

s the film's treatment at horror conventions and faits
¢ the inspiration for the film's plot
* the myriad of sequels.

The DVD contains a ot of excerpts from the film, throughout the documentaties and in the
outtakes. Herie sound effects play during many of the components, including the Menu screens.

In terms of s3(1) of the FVPC Act the publication contains many shots of hortror, violence and

cruelty from the film. The strongest ot most typical examples of violence are discussed below
under s3(3)(2){1). Some of the effect of the sequences is lessened by theit lack of context, and by
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the discussions around how they were created. However, the sheer number of hotrifying images
of screaming women, people being attacked and tetrorised and Leatherface wielding his
chainsaw threateningly mean that the publication still has a fair degtee of impact. The outtakes
and deleted scenes, in particular, contain a lot of hottific and violent itages. These include
close-up shots of decaying bodies and a sequence that is repeated several times of a man being
hit over the head causing his bloody body to convulse before he is dtagged away.

The mnformation about Ed Gein, the serial killer, is particulatly strong. In one of the
documentaries the voiceover outlines Gein's ctimes, which included gtave-robbing, eating
corpses and turning the bodies into costutnes and furniture. A black and white photograph
shows a body hanging upside-down with blood visible at the crotch and the head out of frame.
The voice-over talks about how the corpse was found "gutted like a deet".

The crimes referred to within the film's plotline, and Ed Gein's ctimes ate cleatly presented as
being mndefensible and wrong,.

The publication does not contain any mattets that requite discussion undet s3(2) of the FVPC
Act.

Section 3(3)(2){) of the FVPC Act relates to the extent and degree to which, and the manner in
which, the publication describes, depicts or otherwise deals with the infliction of serious physical
harm. Much of the violence that takes place in the featute is seen several times during the
material. Possibly the strongest sequence is seen at least twice, and involves a man being hit over
the head with a mallet and his bloody body convulsing. Although these violent sequences are
sometimes accompanted by information about how the effect was created they still have a
disturbing feel.

The dominant effect of the publication as a whole is of a collection of extremely detailed
mformation about a classic 1970s American hortor film. The publication itself has little merit
except in that it showcases material about and from a groundbreaking classic film.

The publication’s level of detail means that it is likely to appeal mainly to people who ate already
fans of the film. The unrestricted availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the
public good due to the high extent of its treatment of matters of violence and horror. The
images and treatment of horror, cruelty and violence would be extremely disturbing to younger
teenagets and children. Adults and older teenager are more likely to have a sophisticated
knowledge of the hotror genre, and therefore able to put the material's themes and atmosphete
mto a context. Therefore the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16
years.

Written reasons are not legally required for section 12 submissions, but it is the policy of
the Classification Office to provide them.

Copytight Office of Film and Literature Classification. This document may not be reproduced
in whole or in part by any means in any form without written permission except for brief
quotations embodied in articles, reports or reviews.
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